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Abstract

Demographic studies can be categorized on the basis of
demographic variables into studies of fertility, mortali-
ty, population migration, population structure, population
distribution, population quality, and marriage and family in
demography, while migration, along with births and deaths,
determines the size of the population and its growth rate in
the region, as well as determining the demographic char-
acteristics of the region. The most important demographic
problem of the Russian Far East is migration, which consists
in the movement of people from the countryside to the towns,
from one region of the country to another, from one’s own
country to another. The past era could well be called the ‘age
of migration’. Migration is often the result of economic and
social development, which can contribute to the improve-
ment of economic and social conditions or, on the contrary,
lead to economic stagnation and social imbalances.
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As the largest country in the world in terms of territo-
ry, the study of demographic problems in Russia is of great
strategic importance. In the economic development of the
country: population is an important driver of economic devel-
opment. The quantity and quality of the labor force directly
affects the country’s productivity and economic growth. Pop-
ulation growth can bring more labor resources. In the social
aspect: population structure (e.g. age, gender, race, etc.) af-
fects the stability and development of society. Countries with
a high proportion of young population may face pressure on
education and employment, while aging countries may face
pension and healthcare challenges. Culturally: Population
diversity can enrich a country’s culture and foster innova-
tion and creativity. However, cultural diversity can also pose
challenges in terms of social cohesion and identity. Politi-
cally: Population size and structure can influence a country's
political power and international standing. Demographic re-
search provides basic data and analytical support for the de-
velopment of effective public policies, helping governments
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AHHoTaLMg

Llemorpatimueckue MCCNegoBaHNs MOXKHO pasfenuTb Ha
OCHOBE feMorpadMueckux nepeMeHHbIX Ha MUCCnepnoBaHus
pOX[,aeMoCTH, CMEPTHOCTH, MUTPaLUN HaCeNeHus, CTPYKTY-
pbl HaceneHus, pacnpepeneHus HaceneHus, KauecTea Hace-
nexus, 6paka u ceMby B feMorpaduu, B T BPeMs KaK Murpa-
LM, Hapagy C POXAAEMOCTbI0 M CMEPTHOCTbLIO, onpegensieT
UNCNEHHOCTb HACEeNeHNs W TeMNbl ero NPUPOCTa B per1oHe,
a TaKxKe feMorpadMueckme XapakTepucTUKU peruoHa. Bax-
HedweWl pemorpatuueckoit npobnemoii poccuitckoro [lanb-
Hero BocToka SBnsieTca MUrpaLms, 3aKnuaouLascs B nepe-
MelUleHUn NIOAeH U3 LepesHN B ropof, U3 OFHOro pPeruoHa
CTpaHbl B APYroil, U3 CBOen cTpaHbl B Apyryto. Mpowegwyio
3M0XY BNOJIHE MOXKHO Ha3BaTb «BEKOM MUrpaLuu». Murpawms
YacTo ABASETCH Pe3yNbTaTOM 3KOHOMUYECKOro W couuanb-
HOro pPa3BUTHS, KOTOPOE MOXET CNOCOBCTBOBATL YNYUWEHNIO
3KOHOMUYECKNX W COLMANbHBIX YCNOBUI MAMW, HANPOTHB, NpH-
BOAMTb K 3KOHOMUYECKON! CTarHaLMmu 1 coLManbHbIM gucnpo-
nopuusM.

KnioueBble cnosa:

Poccus, pycckuit JlanbHuit Boctok, Murpaums, pechopma Kpe-
nocTHoro npaea, geMorpatms

to make informed decisions in areas such as education,
health, housing and transport. After the serfdom reform of
1861, a new chapter of migration began in the Far East, which
entered a period of rapid development. Therefore, this paper
is a study of the reasons why a new phase of migration from
the Far East began in this period and the Russian aspects of
this phase. [1, p.18]

In the mid-to-late nineteenth century, the Russian Em-
pire undertook a series of population transfers across its
vast territory, a phenomenon that had a profound impact on
the course of history in the Far East. The Far East, as the
eastern frontier of the Russian Empire, gradually became
an emerging destination for inland migration, which not
only changed the social structure and economic patterns
of the region, but also had a significant impact on regional
politics.

Firstly, the administrative division of the Russian Far East
refers to the Far Eastern Federal District, one of the eight
federal districts of Russia, which differed from the adminis-
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trative bodies of the Russian Far East during the Tsarist and
Soviet periods and from those of the present-day Russian
Far East. Geographically, the Russian Far East refers to the
area east of Siberia to the Pacific coast. The Russian Far East
in the mid-to-late 19th century, during the period of Tsarist
Russia, consisted of the following key areas: Trans-Manchu-
ria, Vladivostok, Sakhalin Island, Kamchatka Peninsula, and
Chukotka Peninsula. [1, p.21]

Secondly, it is necessary to explore the context of the
migration of people from the Russian Far East in the mid-
to-late nineteenth century, a period of social, economic, and
political upheaval in Russia. The geopolitical and economic
value of the Far East was of increasing interest to the impe-
rial authorities as the Russian Empire’s focus on the devel-
opment of the Far East grew. After the defeat in the Crimean
War, Russia became more aware of the strategic importance
of the Far East and increased its control and development of
the region.

In 1856 Russia forced the Qing government to sign the
Treaty of Aigun, acquiring the land north of the Heilongjiang
River and south of the Outer Xingan Mountains. This area in-
cluded today's Amur Oblast and part of the Khabarovsk Krai.
This was followed in 1860 by the Treaty of Beijing with the
Qing government, which further acquired the area east of
the Ussuri River where Vladivostok (Vladivostok) was locat-
ed. This area included today's Primorsky Krai and part of the
Khabarovsk Krai. [2, p.1]

After the defeat in the Crimean War, Russia recognized
its weakening power, and with the land it had received from
the Qing Dynasty and the large amount of resources to be
exploited in Siberia and the Far East, Russia began to look to
the east, and from then on the strategy of ‘looking east’ and
the policy of moving the population to the Far East was grad-
ually introduced. From the signing of the two treaties until
the first Russian census in 1897, this was the initial stage of
the Far East migration.

In 1861, Tsarist Russia issued the Decree on Emigration
from Amur and Primorsky Oblasts. The decree stipulated that
people in the Amur and Primorsky Oblasts, whether Russians
or foreigners, who voluntarily settled here could be allocat-
ed 100 acres of land or more per household, and that if they
wanted to buy state-owned land for their own use, they could
turn their land into private property by contributing 3 rubles
per acre. Foreign settlers were allowed to use their allotted
land for 20 years without compensation, and foreign settlers
who financed their own migration were exempted from mil-
itary service for 10 times and from paying poll tax for life.
At the same time, Russians and expatriates with a certain
amount of property were encouraged to settle in the cities of
the Amur and Primorsky oblasts. [2, p.1]

One of the main reasons why this policy was not intro-
duced until 1861 was the restrictions imposed by the Russian
serfdom system. Before the serfdom reform, the serfs had a
strong personal relationship with the landowners and were
not free to travel to other regions. It was not until after the
abolition of serfdom in 1861 that Russia enacted a policy to
encourage emigration to the Far East, but at the initial stage

of its enactment, Russia prohibited its own emigrants from
migrating to the Far East, and in order to protect the inter-
ests of the landowning classes, the freedom of the peasants
was still subjected to certain limitations for a period of time
after the abolition of serfdom; moreover, the large-scale and
long-distance movement of population before the industrial-
ization of Russia was also limited by the level of the econ-
omy. In addition, large-scale, long-distance migration was
also limited by the economic level before Russian industri-
alization. As a result, during this period ‘Russian emigration
was loose and mainly confined to the Euro-Russian area, and
large-scale emigration had not yet developed to the east of
the Urals’. Emigration from the Far East in this period was
more foreign. [3, p.2]

Due to the poor domestic migration policy of the Rus-
sian authorities before the 1880s and the fact that the mi-
gration policy was also a strong temptation for foreigners,
the number of Chinese migrants to the Far East in this pe-
riod was quite objective. At the same time, due to the un-
promising situation on the Korean Peninsula, a considera-
ble number of Koreans also travelled to the Far East during
this period. Seasonal laborers were the main component
of Chinese immigrants, and most of them were engaged in
construction, coal mining, gold panning, shipping, and so
on. [3, p.4]

The arrival of these foreign immigrants contributed sig-
nificantly to the economic and social development of the
Far East, and most of them worked as laborers, building the
region in various fields and contributing significantly to the
construction and development of the Far East. The migra-
tion of people had a significant impact on the economic and
social structure of the Far East. The new migrants brought
with them labor and introduced new agricultural technol-
ogies and production methods. They played a key role in
developing land, building infrastructure and opening fac-
tories, which in the long run contributed to the moderniza-
tion of agriculture and industrialization of the region. At the
same time, migration brought about multicultural exchang-
es, making the Far East a multi-ethnic coexisting communi-
ty, and this diversity contributed to cultural integration and
innovation. [8, p.2]

After the implementation of the eastern migration policy
by the Russian government, the population of the Far East
grew, and the increase in agricultural migration contributed
to the development of agriculture in the Far East. However,
it should be recognized that the migration to the East during
the Tsarist period was somewhat spontaneous, and the gov-
ernment’s control and policy constraints on migration were
weak, and there were many problems in the process of for-
mulating, implementing and monitoring migration policies. In
terms of the number of immigrants, the population change in
the Far East during the Tsarist period was dominated by the
mechanical growth of the population, which was basically in
the state of net inflow of population, but the development of
the process and scale of immigration in the Far East was
lower than that in other regions of Russia. [4, p.1]
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In terms of the nature of migration, migration from the
Far East during the Tsarist period included agricultural, in-
dustrial and military migrants, as well as prisoners. Initially,
the Far East, like Siberia, was used by the Russian govern-
ment as a punishment ground for exiling criminals and op-
position forces. In the early period of emigration, agricultural
emigration was the main focus, and the economic system
of Tsarist Russia was still based on an agricultural econo-
my, and the development of the Far East led by the Russian
government was based on agricultural development, so the
expansion of the population of the Far East was mainly due
to the supply of labor in agriculture, and the development of
the region’s economy was mainly in the primary sector, with
a relative lag in the development of industrialization.[5, p87.]

During the period 1861-1881, most of the immigrants to
the Far East mainly migrated by land. Most of the immigrants
who went to the Far East during this period arrived in the
Far East by water from Transbaikalia along the Amur Riv-
er, so most of them chose to settle in the Amur Region, and
Blagoveshchensk gradually developed into the largest city in
the Far East at that time. [7, p.2]

There is also the very important issue that the mass
migration of people to the Far East not only caused huge
changes in the local economy, society and culture, but also
played a huge role for Russia on a political level.

Firstly, the mass migration of people from the Far East
can be traced back to the strategic need of the Russian Em-
pire to expand into the region. In the mid-nineteenth centu-
ry, Russia was at the height of its imperial expansion, and
it sought new territories for more resources and geopolit-
ical advantages. At this time, the Far East was considered
a strategic location, not only because of its rich natural re-
sources, but also because it was an important gateway for
Russia to the Pacific Ocean. However, the Russian Far East,
which is two-thirds the size of China and home to only a
few hundred thousand people, also needed to be relocat-
ed in large numbers for reasons of territorial security and
to protect its borders. Through migration and settlement
activities, Russia has achieved de facto control of the re-
gion. Specifically, migrants established villages and cities
in the region, creating new social and economic centers,
which consolidated Russia’s control over the Far East and
strengthened its administrative jurisdiction over the re-
gion. It further strengthened Russian rule over this frontier
region. This consolidation showed its significance in later
Sino-Russian relations and in diplomatic games with oth-

WUHdopmaums 06 aBTope:

er neighbors. However, population migration also made the
Far East a focus of great power rivalry, the Russo-Japanese
War being a notable example of this. [6, p.1]

Russia needed to assert its great power status in the in-
ternational arena during this period, and control of the Far
East was seen as an important part of achieving this goal.
In the face of the growing power of Great Britain, Japan, and
other powers, Russia ensured its territorial integrity and na-
tional security by increasing its control over the population
and actual governance of the Far East.

To sum up, in general, population transfer in the Russian
Far East in the mid-to late nineteenth century played an im-
portant role in national politics and territorial expansion. It
not only strengthened Russia’s control and development of
its frontier regions, but also promoted economic growth and
social progress in the region.

ABTOp 3aaBnser 06 OTCYTCTBUM KOH(IIMKTA UHTEPECOB.

References
1. (HZEHEAAORBROBME) -EHA Study

of Population and Migration Problems in the Russian Far
East-Wang Qi)

2. (ERBEPHLAMXBEBERKRESN) -5ARK
f&(An Introduction to Migration Policies and Their Impact
in the Russian Far East-Hu Cheng Jian)

3. (ZHEBUEXAONRNEZMER) -F
= (Evolution of the Demographic Composition of Russia's
Primorsky Krai and Implications-Li Wen)

4 (ZHRMXBERKENTESBBANENE) -5 88
Ev(Migration from the Far East and its impact on social
problems-N.N.Deeva)

5. A#RBHTARKAXAOZRZERHLERENTF
XL T EIFNER) -F & (Characteristics  of
Population Factor Evolution in the Russian Far Eastern
Federal District and its Implications for China-Russia Re-
gional Economic Cooperation-Li Jun)

6. (BTZEAMXBRIGEME) -ABEEEFRA
Study of Migration Policy in the Russian Far East- A. B.
Drujka)

7. ABEHEARMXAOSFTHARIROIBM) -4
3 (Problems of population and labour resources in the
Russian Far East-Niu Yan Ping)

8. (IIELCHDHVEBREBKERERE) -ZAR  Mir-
ror of Russian Frontier Ethnic Policy in the 19th Centu-
ry-Meng Jun)

Uan Ukanbxao (Kutaiickas HapogHaa Pecny6nuka) - MarucTpaHT Katheapbl uctopun Poccuu benopycckoro rocynapcTeeH-
Horo yHuBepcuteTa (220030, Pecny6nuka Benapych, r. MuHck, np-kT HesaBucuMocTy, A, 4; e-mail: zzh15093051093@163.com).

Author:

Zhang Zhenhao (People’s Republic of China) - master student of the Department of Russian History of the Belarusian State
University (4, Nezavisimosti Ave., Minsk 220030, Republic of Belarus; e-mail: zzh15093051093@163.com).

NaBecTua Komu HayuHoro ueHTpa Ypanbckoro otaeneHus Poccuitckon akagemun Hayk N2 10 (76), 2024

Cepusi «McTopnueckas pemorpatus»
www.izvestia.komisc.ru



For citation:

Zhang Zhenhao. Population migration in the Russian Far East in the 1860-s / Zhang Zhenhao // Proc. of the Komi Science
Centre, Ural Branch , Russian Academy of Sciences. Series “Historical Demography”.- 2024. - No. 10(76). - P. 10-13.

lng LUTUPOBAHUA:

UxaH, Y. Murpaums Hacenenus Ha [lanbHem Boctoke Poccuu B 1860-e roapl / Y. UxaH // UsBecTns Kommu HayuHoro ueHTpa
Vpanbckoro otaenequs Poccuitckoit akapeMum Hayk. Cepus «Mctopuueckas gemorpadus». - 2024. - N2 10 (76). - C. 10-13.

[laTta noctynnenus ctatbu: 25.10.2024
Mpowna peueHsupoBanue: 28.10.2024
MpuHsTo pewenue o nybnukauum: 12.12.2024
Received: 25.10.2024

Reviewed: 28.10.2024

Accepted: 12.12.2024

NaBectna Komu HayuHoro LieHTpa Ypanbckoro otenenns Poccuitckoit akagemuu Hayk N2 10 (76), 2024
Cepus «McTopuueckas pemorpatus»
www.izvestia.komisc.ru



	_Hlk177311345
	_Hlk171494385
	_Hlk171676262
	_Hlk171676931
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	Динамика численности населения Древнерусского государства
	(конец IX–начало XIII века)
	Миграция населения на Дальнем Востоке России в 1860-е годы 
	Влияние внутренней 
	демографической ситуации 
	на Российскую империю в период европейской революции 1848 года 
	Численность и размещение 
	крепостных крестьян на европейском севере России в конце 1850-х годов
	Влияние внутренней политики 
	на формирование национальной идентификации 
	восточнославянского 
	населения Австрии 
	в 1840–1890-е годы
	Отхожие промыслы крестьян 
	Печорского уезда в начале XX века
	Демографический фактор влияния русской культуры на Северо-Восток Китая
	Смертность на Южном Урале 
	в 1930-е гг.: мужское и женское 
	население
	Советские средства массовой инфомрации 1960-х гг. 
	о демографической ситуации 
	в странах Запада
	Специфика трансформации 
	возрастной структуры русского 
	населения Эстонии (2000-2021)
	Социально-демографический 
	портрет и особенности российских релокантов 2022–2024 годов 
	(опыт пилотного социологического опроса)
	Современная русскоязычная 
	историография об отношении 
	черносотенных организаций 
	к государственной переселенческой политике в конце 1900-х - 1910-е гг.
	Демографические процессы в СССР в период голода начала 1930-х гг.: 
	историография вопроса
	Старообрядческая семья в СССР как объект историко-
	демографического изучения 
	в постсоветской российской 
	историографии
	XII Международный симпозиум 
	по исторической демографии 
	г. Сыктывкар, 4-6 июля 2024 г.
	XII

